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Bring if On Home with 
MICHAEL BRODRICK 


* Providing prompt, professional, personal service. 


* Taking core of all the details in the purchase or 
sole of your home. 


* Effectively morketing your home fo sell for the 
bes! price with the least inconvenience to you. 


* Assisting you In finding "that perfect home’. 


Moving out? Moving up? Moving on? 
Move with MICHAEL: 438-7000 


"Your every move matters" “2r REAAIK 
5 edcememne 


www.bringifonhome.com 


Leland Brown-haired, blue-eyed Leland is 19, 6°3, 


185lhs, single, and athletic. He loves camping, football, tennis 
(Andy Roddick is a God!), dancing, and of course music. He moved 
from Calgary not too long ago and if he's not working, you can 
probably find him renting movies, working out, relaxing, or looking 
for a new adventure, as this laid back easy-going guy is always up 
for a new challenge. Do any of you guys think you can step up to the 
challenge? 
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Freshmagazine is directed to, but not 
exclusively for, the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans- : : 
gendered community. Subjects contained in this [eR en hee F F FI 1 3 Fresh girl 
magazine reflect this diversity. The mention, @ “4&8 ruit y 

appearance or likeness of any person or organiza- -_® 
tion in articles or advertising in Freshmagazine 
is not to be taken as any indication of the sexual 
orientation. Freshmagazine Is not responsible 


for the return or loss of unsolicited submissions. No . 
part of this publication may be reprinted without the Po3 
expressed permission of the editor-in-chief and/or 


associate publisher, or the author and/or artist. 


by Jeannie Marie 


Out of town? Can't wait for the next issue? Subscribe 

t0 Freshmagazine! For only $40 a year, you will 

have the next twelve issues of Fresh mailed to your INN 
house! Please send a cheque or money order to the 

address above. 
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Gay couple top story, says 
Time 


By CP 


TORONTO -- A couple that made headlines 
around the world by being the first gay pair 
to legally wed in Canada have been chosen as 
Time Magazine's Canadian Newsmaker of 
the Year. Maclean's magazine, meanwhile, 
named Stephen Lewis, special advisor to the 
United Nations on AIDS, as its first Canadian 
of the year. 


"We're just elated," said 
Michael Leshner, who 
with his partner Michael 
Stark were the first same- 
sex couple to receive a 
legal marriage licence in 
Ontario last June. 


"It's a wonderful 
vindication of all our 
years of struggling to tell 
our love story." 


Michael Leshner and 
: 7 _ Michael Stark cut there cake 
The pair were married in 


a quick civil ceremony mere hours after 
Ontario's Court of Appeal pronounced 
Canadian law on traditional marriage uncon- 
stitutional, effective immediately. 


They learned two weeks ago that the news- 
magazine had selected their story as the 
greatest Canadian news story of 2003 -- 
beating out the SARS epidemic, the summer 
blackout and the mad-cow crisis. 


"We chose them, first of all, because they 
were the first to get married," said Steven 
Frank, Time's Canadian bureau chief. 


"Second of all, because they have been very 
tenaciously fighting for gay rights in Canada, 
but also because they symbolize what we 
thought was the most important trend of the 


year in Canada which was the great 
advancemet jal liberalism in a number 
of areas," 


ine announced yesterday it 
Lewis because of his 
rance and above all, his 
statement by the magazine. 


"vision, 
passion,” 


Canadian couples win 


survivor benefits 


Christopher Curtis 
Gay.com/PlanetOut.com Network 


In a victory for same-sex couples in Canada, 
an Ontario Superior Court ruled Friday that 
the government discriminated against gay 
and lesbian couples by denying pension 
benefits to survivors whose partners died 
before 1998. 


Justice Ellen Macdonald ruled that the 
Canadian federal government violated the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, which took 
effect in 1985. According to her judgment, 
benefits, with interest, will be made 
retroactive to April, 17, 1985, when the 
guarantees first took effect. 


According to the lead counsel for the case, 
Douglas Elliot, about 1,500 gays and lesbians 
stand to benefit. "It's a gigantic decision, first 
of all because it's going to make a real 
difference in the quality of life for thousands 
of gay men and lesbians," Elliot told 
reporters. 


The ruling, however, does not apply to same- 
sex couples in Quebec, as the province 
operates a different pension plan. 


The Canadian government has 30 days to 
challenge the ruling. 


Gail Meredith, 61, who lost her partner of 16 
years in 1992, told the Vancouver Sun she 
hopes the government accepts the ruling. "It 
would be a really nice New Year's present for 
everybody to just have this over with," she 
said. Meredith joined the class-action lawsuit 
when the government told her she was 
ineligible to receive any benefits. 


While celebrating the result of this case, the 
Canadian GLBT community is still waiting 
for the government's next move about same- 
sex marriage. In June, Canada announced 
plans to recognize gay unions after court 
rulings in Ontario and British Columbia. The 
government is expected to introduce 


international GLBT (gay, Tesb : 
and transgender) civil rights 


forum, 
announced the names of 19 prominent 
Canadians that will represent Canada at the 
2004 event, including Honourable Martin 
Cauchon, Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General. Canada is the Featured Nation for 
Equality Forum 2004. 


“Each year we have a different Featured 
Nation. The choice for 2004 was unanimous,” 
said Malcolm Lazin, Executive Director, 
Equality Forum. “Canada has led on issues of 
GLBT civil rights. We salute Canada for 
recognizing the fundamental human right to 
marry the life partner of one’s choice. Canada 
exemplifies equality.” 


Honourable Martin Cauchon has been 
selected as the recipient of the 9th annual 
International Role Model Award. “Throughout 
Minister Cauchon’s distinguished career he 
has supported GLBT civil rights including his 
important support for gay marriage,” said Mr. 
Lazin. “In Philadelphia, the birthplace of 
democracy and liberty, we will present him 
with our most prestigious award.” 


“This is an exciting 
opportunity to share 
Canadian values in over 
20 programs at Equality 
Forum 2004”, — stated 
4 Darrell Schuurman, co- 
founder, Canadian Gay & 


4 Lesbian Chamber of 
Commerce. “Canada is 
bringing our __ best, 


including political leaders 
like Member of Parliament Svend Robinson 
and Winnipeg Mayor Glen Murray, and Kevin 
Bourassa and Joe Varnell, North America’s 
first gay married couple. Our collaboration 
includes entertainers, civil rights advocates, 
journalists, business executives, community 
activists, religious leaders, among others.” 


For a list of Canadian representatives or more 
information about Equality Forum, please 
visit www.equalityforum.com V 


by Rob Browatzke 


ots of things about "identity" 

make me neurotic. Most of 
them, I suppose, can be boiled 
down to wrong definitions. Our 
good friends at 
www.dictionary.com define 
identity as: The distinct 
personality of an individual 
regarded as a persisting entity. To 
me, that means a person's identity 
requires not only a uniqueness, 
which separates individuals, but 
also consistency. To be regarded 
as a persisting entity, that aspect 
of your life needs to have been 
stable and permanent for some 
time. 


If that is the major criteria, then it 
should pose no problem that so many 
people define their identities based on 
things such as sexual orientation, 


“Being part of that couple is 
all that matters; outside of 
that relationship, nothing 

matters.” 


occupation, relationship status, even 
sexual role. Sure, broadcasting their 
identity as "top" or "waiter" or, even 
worse, "Chad's boyfriend" might be 
limiting, might even demean the other 
components of their psycho-social 
make-up. But so what? What is, for 
example, being Chad's boyfriend is the 
defining characteristic of their life? 
Being part of that couple is all that 
matters; outside of that relationship, 
nothing matters. The individual is 
sacrificed to the Almighty Couple. 


Mini-Profile 


7 
a 
Stylist from the fab five on Bravo's Queer = 
Fye for the Straight ae Kyan received his certification in 

v 


Douglas 


cosmetology from the Aveda Institute New York, and 


Sounds healthy, doesn't it? 

Why do so many people base their 
self-worth on the 
existence of a 
boyfriend? Their 
self-esteem is 
based on the 
opinion of one 
person. When that person is loving, 
attentive, affectionate, there is elation, 
confidence, near-invulnerability. Note 
that I said "near". When that love, 
attention, affection is gone, the void is 


filled with self-doubt, dejection, self- 
punishment. "What did I do wrong?" 
"Why doesn't he love me?" "What do I 
need to change to keep him /get him 
back?" 


How many of you know someone like 
that? Someone whose entire identity is 
"the 1'1l woman"? Someone whose own 
needs or wants or dreams are set aside 
to make someone else happy? For 
those of you who have such a friend, 
you will probably agree when I say 
that the person they sacrifice so much 
for isn't worth the effort. Chances are, 


worked as a colorist at the upscale Arrojo Studio in Soho. He 
has worked as a colorist for television and ol projects 
including TLC's What Not To Wear, While You Were Out and 
Child Magazine. 

Recently, interview by Barbara Walters as one of 2003's most 
fascinating people, Kyan defended his stylish show by saying 
although gay and straight men are different, “ we actually 


“Why do so many people base 
their self-worth on the existence \.) dont set 
of a boyfriend?” 


you've told your friend to stand up to 
their partner, put their own needs first 
once in a while, etcetera. Chances are, 
your friend 
ignored you. 


me wrong. I 
am not saying 
that in a relationship, sometimes you 
do have to set aside your own goals or 
plans for the common goal. But it is a 
give-and-take compromise deal. When 
one person is always giving up 
everything else for the other, it is a 
sign of a severe power problem in the 
relationship. When the person doing 
all the giving does so happily, 
desperately, blindly, it is usually a 
sign that the person is incredibly 
insecure. 


Maybe it's because of relationship 
trauma in the past. Maybe it's residual 
childhood pain. Maybe it's low self- 
esteem. Any one of the three can help 
create that kind of ultra-dependent 
personality and no relationship can 
healthily survive one person 
submitting themselves, in perpetuity, 
to the other. What does this have to 
do with identity? Simply that that 
constant submission can cause a 
person to lose their identity. There is 
no "I" in the all-consuming "US". 
There is no room for the individual 
when the couple is most-important. 
If you've ever been around when a 
friend such as this was trying to 
escape his pattern of genuflection and 
bending-over, you know it can be a 
long road. There are pitfalls along the 
way, and every relationship, whether 
simply social or sexual, can carry 
with it reflections of those patterns. 
Hopefully, those reflections become 
dimmer as time goes on. Hopefully, 
during the journey, an identity is re- 
discovered, one that is individual, 
distinct, and capable of standing by 
itself, whether in a relationship or 


not. V 


learn that we don't have 
so much to fear from one 
another, that we're just 
human beings.” 


frésh 


am not the face of the lesbian community. I value 
autonomy, and integrity. I mean what I say, and I say 
what I mean. I am attracted to both butch and 
femme women, and I don't hate bisexuals. I get the 


(TANCHUING distinct impression that I piss a lot of people off. That's b 
yy de : ry Jen Buxton 
Tod ) © the flip side to being honest. Honesty earns you respect, . : 
but not popularity. Unfortunately for me, in the world of a 
OT NCL women loving women, popularity seems to be the name of the 
game. I see more and more lesbians falling victim to the trap of trying to impress rather than 
trying to be themselves. This can manifest itself in many ways. Some people surrender their 
needs to bend to their partner's whim. Others blindly follow their friends even when that 
means not speaking out against grave injustice. And then there is the sickeningly popular 
shallow road of pursuing beauty as being purely external; as though putting that final hair in place 
takes any of us a step closer to self-actualization. 


“TI have high expectations of others, and myself and I find that 
Edmonton's queer scene falls short for the ladies” 


Before my mailbox is flooded with hate mail I want to make one thing abundantly clear. 
I love women, and I love being a lesbian. I just love being a lesbian enough to expect 
more than the status quo. I realize that many of my qualms can be found in any 
community, but my concern is about the lack of sisterhood in the lesbian world. I have 
high expectations of others, and myself and I find that Edmonton's queer scene falls short 
for the ladies. Perhaps I would find a similar condition in another city, but I still don't think 
that makes it okay. It's a sad state of affairs when someone in the know still isn't in the 
elusive lesbian loop. 

It's possible that my age plays a role in all this confusion. At 24, I am in an awkward 
transition; too old to be young, but too young to be old. I am not a settled professional 
person, but I am also not a scattered youth in search of who I really am. What I represent, 
and who J am isn't really tied to a group or a label. “I am a poster girl with no poster.” (Ani 
DiFranco) I want to belong, but not just for sake of belonging. For now I am a proud 
member of Edmonton's queer community, and perhaps one day I'll find my niche in the 
lesbian world. If not I'll always have my gay boys! V 


tions and documents containing SINs. 

v Stealing mail from unlocked mailboxes issued credit 

v Accessing your credit report fraudulently 
v Obtaining names and SINs from personnel 
or customer files in the workplace. 
v "Shoulder surfing" at ATM machines and 
phone booths in order to capture PIN 
numbers. 
v Finding identifying information on Internet 
sources, via public records sites and fee-based 
information broker sites 


The Crime of Identity Theft 


It can happen to anyone. The phone rings 
and a collection agency demands that you 
pay past-due accounts for goods you never 
ordered. The supermarket refuses your 
checks because you have a history of 
bouncing them. But you have always paid 
bills on time. What has happened? 


The crime of identity theft is on the rise. 


Recent surveys show there are currently 7-10 
million victims per year, greatly exceeding 
our earlier estimates. 


THE 


Stealing wallets used to be the best way identity thieves 
obtained SINs, driver’s licenses, credit card numbers and 
other pieces of identification. While still employed, identity 
thieves now use more sophisticated means: 

v trash bins for unshredded credit card and loan applica- 
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So how can one protect themself? 


According to www.idtheftcenter.org the best 

way to prevent identity theft is to control the 
amount of information about yourself getting out there and 
keep track of the information. If your wallet is lost or stolen, 
cancel credit cards immediately. The best defense is to be 
aware that “it can even happen to you” so you can make 
smart choices with your personal identification V 
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fi r@ésh Bi-Sexual View 
By the Bi 


\ ,\ Je roll 
so 


many things 
into what 
each of us 


to define our own personal 
identities. The other day, I was 
asked what neighbourhood I live 
in. You know, I have no idea 
what my neighbourhood is 
called. I don't identify myself 
with where I live, although some 
people do. Yes, there are many 
factors that contribute to my 
identity. Many pieces of the 
puzzle. I don't, however, 

consider any one to be the piece of 
me that tells the world who I am. I cannot be described and 
identified by my sexuality alone, nor my gender identity. One 
cannot determine what kind of person I am, or any of my personality 
traits based on who my partner is, where I live, where I work, my 
hobbies or interests, my family, the amount of hair on my body, 
where I grew up, or any of the other facets that make up my identity. 
Together, all of those things, and more, can give an idea as to who I 
am, what makes me tick, what motivates me, etcetera, etcetera, but 
it still doesn't spell out who I am or what I'm about in anything but 
miniscule pieces. That said, of all the pieces of ‘public’ information 
about me, the one facet of my identity that I believe is least 
understood is my sexuality. There is an abundance of generaliza- 
tions and assumptions that are made based 
solely on my sexuality. We've all heard them a 
hundred times before. Perhaps we've even 
thought them ourselves...being bisexual he 
must never be happy with a monogamous 
relationship, because he must need to have sex 
with both genders to be satisfied...he's just one of those ‘fence- 
sitters’ who can't or won't come out one way or the other...he's 
really gay but just wants to retain that ‘heterosexual advantage’ when 
he wants...there isn't really anyone who's bisexual, how could 
someone be attracted to both? There are many more stereotypes 
about bisexuality out there, just as there's an infinite number of 
stereotypes about almost every piece of identity any individual can 
hold. Of all the ones I've heard regarding my own sexuality, the one 
that bothers me the most is the last one - there isn't really anyone's 
who's bisexual, how could someone be attracted to both? I hear it 
most often from members of the 'gay' community. Because they feel 
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202-11745 Jasper Ave. 
Edmonton, AB TSK ONS 
(780) 482-7480 


Open every day at 1 pm... Tuesday closed. 
We specialize in amateur and bareback 
VHS and DVD. 


an attraction solely to members of the same gender, they cannot 
envision for themselves the ability to be attracted to the opposite 
gender. It is not feasible to them, they cannot comprehend it for 
themselves, and therefore some feel it cannot be possible for 
someone else. Is this argument not used by heterosexual people 
who cannot comprehend for themselves being attracted to the 
same gender - so to some of them, being gay must be a 'choice’, 

not a natural thing, because they don't 


yf cannot be described have the attraction themselves for 
and identified by my 
sexuality alone” 


members of the same gender? If you 
cannot feel something yourself, does that 
mean it doesn't exist? If you cannot 
understand something for yourself, cannot 
comprehend it as something you yourself can experience, does 
that mean others cannot experience it? It's kind of like that whole 
tree in the forest thing. If a tree falls in a forest and no one is 
around to hear it, does it make a sound? In this case, the sound is 
irrelevant. Whether it made a sound or not, the fact is, the tree fell. 
You didn't hear it fall. You didn't see it fall. You didn't feel the 
vibrations when it hit the ground. But the fact is, it fell. That's the 
reality. Even though some are not capable of being attracted to 
people of both/any gender, the fact is, I am. That's my reality. 
That's a part of my identity. And I'm not alone. 
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, so I've been on a bit 
O of a rant lately and I 

want to share it with 
you. Why is it that whenever someone introduces me to one of 
their homosexual friends they always do it by saying, "this is my 
gay friend Joe"? You would never 
hear someone saying, "I'd like you to 
meet my straight friend Sally." 


by Jeannie Marie 


When you're straight your sexuality is 
rarely a topic of conversation and is 
really isn't even given much thought. 
Yet, it seems that when you're gay this 
is the defining characteristic of who you are. It doesn't matter 
what you do for a living, what kind of person you are, if you're a 
parent, whatever - you're just gay. I am here to say that a person's 
sexual orientation is only a small part of who they are! So please, 
my fellow heterosexuals, look past the fact that your friend Joe is 
doing the nasty with his neighbor Mike and start viewing him as 
person. Homosexuals are people with hobbies, families and 
maybe even pets, just like the rest of the world. 


Being the observant person that I am I've also noticed that people 
tend to introduce their gay friends to me by their past sexual 
partners. You know, "meet my friend Joe, he's the one that I was 
telling you about that's doing Mike". What is with that? I can 
remember when I used to know everyone's sexual history before 
even having ever met the person. Maybe it's just me, but my 
straight friends don't do that. I mean, of course we talk about sex, 
but there doesn't seem to be as much of a pre-occupation with it 
as there is with my homosexual friends. When one of my straight 
friends wants to introduce me to someone new, I'll usually get a 


vvalgonguntrevel.com 


“Homosexuals are people with 

hobbies, families and maybe 

even pets, just like the rest of 
the world.” 


description of what the person looks like, what kind of person 
they are, not all of the people they've slept with and where they 
did it (I get that info later, after I get to know the person better). 


Introducing someone by their sexual orientation is wrong and I 
am asking everyone to follow my protest and stop introducing 
you're friends by who they sleep with. Better yet, start 
introducing your straight friends by their sexual orientation. I bet 
that the first time you introduce your childhood friend as "my 
straight friend Joe" they'll get the point. 


I want to thank you all for letting 
me get this off of my chest. It 
has kept me up at nights. Maybe 
now I'll start sleeping through the 
night and stop making my 
boyfriend have sex all night long 
because I'm bored and don't 
know what to do with myself at 3:00am (oops, was that too much 
information?). 


* Please note that Joe and Mike are fictional characters and are 
complete figments of my imagination. So, if your name happens 
to be Joe and you are doing the nasty with your neighbor Mike I 
did not in any way mean for this to expose your secret. V 


WILLIAM M. FAULKNER 


Tel: (780) 422-6207 Fax: (780) 424-9955 
e-mail: williamfaulkner@shawbiz.ca 
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dentity in the gay leather & kink 

communities are 
defined very 
differently. I don't 
know that I'm overly 
qualified to comment 
on this but I'm going 
to try to elaborate a 
bit on what i see as 
the differences 
between the two here 
this month. 


The leather community has traditions and 
deep roots (relatively speaking) dating 
back to the 1950's and motorcycle leather 
groups. Not the groups we know today 
like the Hells Angels, but groups of people 
of like mind getting together because of a 
love of leather & bikes. That's where it 
seems to have started as far I know (if I'm 
wrong someone write in & correct me 
please). 


The straight kink culture, on the other 
hand, I don't know where or how it 
started. I do know they don't have many 
rituals or as deep roots into the past as the 
leather culture. 
Collarings 


AW AWA EY 
QUEERLY MISTAKEN BY MICHAEL ANNE 


by Heather Levie 


Ga ee ETS TALK ABOUT 


S3M 


are sometimes taken ritualistically & done as 
such but that is the only form of ritual I know 
of in their culture. I wish I knew more about 
the straight kink culture's history because then 
I'd have a bit more to write about. 


In the leather culture your identity is (or 
perhaps once was) more static in a lot of ways. 
You were a Dom or a slave. That idea is very 
old and rooted in very old guard ways, I 
believe. Nowadays, it is more lenient, I think 
but there are few switches still in this culture 
for some reason. Perhaps because it was not 
accepted at all at one time & people are slow 
to change? I don't know. But I do know now 
you can be a boy, a submissive or a Dom or 
Master. So some things are changing. 


‘**Do you wear a collar or have 
someone on a leash attached to 
a collar? ”’ 


In the straight culture of kinkiness, a lot 
= of people experiment with all sides, as 
far as I can see. Sure, lots know exactly 
what they are, they are sub or Dom/me. 
One thing I noticed in the straight culture 
too is it seems as if most women are 
expected to identify as submissive & 
men as Doms. I find that peculiar 
BSS because in most interactions 
I've had in seems to indicate 
men are often more submissive 
than women. That is that, there 


fri@shi megane JANUARY 20014 i, vy VY. fresh 


is a glut of male subs & no or very few 
female Dommes. 


Then there is the identity within your 
culture you choose to pick for yourself. 
Are you a Dom/me, switch, slave or 
submissive? Do you prefer to show your 
fetish with a hanky (as in gay leather) or 
wear a flogger on one side or another of 
your waist (as in straight kink culture). 
Do you wear a collar or have someone 
on a leash attached to a collar? These are 
all symbols & pieces of identity that float 
around each cultural landscape that you 
choose to be a part of. How you 
interpret them & how you use them will 
depend on your knowledge, experiences 
& sense of your own identity within your 
chosen landscape. 


I could get into tatoos, piercings & signs 
of ownership/submissiveness/Dominance 
& other such things but I think that is 
beyond the scope of this article. My 
point here was only to illustrate that 
identity, no matter where you are in your 
fetish explorations, is constantly evolving 
and being shaped by who is around you 
the landscape you choose to be a part of. 
All things being equal, your identity as a 
kinky/leather person will be shaped as 
much by that as your own fears, 
aspirations & dreams held within the 4 
comers of your skull. 


Hope this helps...and with luck your own 
explorations will yield a persona you will 
be happy with in the future for years to 
come. As always though, your identity 
will evolve so don't hinder it, explore it 
& rejoice in itV 
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Canyon Creek 


COUNSELOR 
Devoted to the GLBT community, & 
individuals and families living with 
visible and invisible disabilities, & psy- 
chological disorders. Quality mental 
health therapy, life skills training, & 
goal planning utilizing a service system 
that emphasizes trust, compassion, 
respect, and confidentiality. 


SUPPORT & THERAPY 
GROUPS 


Starting Thursday January 8, there will 
be a coming out group for youth ages 18 
to 25. The group will last for 10 weeks 
and the cost is $25/week or $250 for 10 
weeks. 


Starting Saturday January 10, there 
will be a partnership issues group 
for GLBT individuals. The group 

will last for 10 weeks and the cost is 

$30/week or $300 for 10 weeks. 
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HIV Edmonton is Thankful for Your 
Support 


Robert Wm. Smith 
HIV Edmonton 


As most of you may be aware, Sherry McKibben, Executive Director of HIV 
Edmonton recently announced that due to the refusal of our present insurer 
and the subsequent refusal of 16 other insurers, we might have to close our 

doors as of January 20, 2004 


As of the writing of this, we still do not have a resolution, or an offer. 
Hopefully by the time you read this, an angel will have intervened. 


HIV Edmonton Board of Directors and Staff want to express our heartfelt 
thanks for the overwhelming support we received from Edmonton's Rainbow 
Community during this crisis. Many folk got on the phone and 
contacted their own agents and brokers, their MLAs and MPs, 
newspapers and Ministers of Health and spoke on our behalf; and 
several simply called to offer support to us. 


This show of support suggests to us that the work we do is valued by 
the communities we serve, and we are grateful. Thank You, again! 


Agape 
A sex-and-gender 
differences and 
schooling focus 
group in the Faculty 
of Education, 
University of Alberta. 
Please visit our 
website for meeting 
details: 
http://www.ualberta.c 
a/~cied/eps/Agape Ver 
dana. htm 


Alternative Bears 
(Alt-Bears) Of 
Edmonton 
A group of hairy Gay 
or Bisexual guys who 

get together every 
Saturday night for 
late-night swimming 
(at a local public 
pool) and snacks 
afterwards, and the 
occasional group- 
coffee or movie 
event. 
http://altbears.8k.com 


Bisexual Support 
Group 

Meets at 7:30 PM on 
the last Wednesday of 
every month at 
GLCCE 

Call 488-3234 for 
more information 
E-mail: 
bipride @telus.net 


Buck Naked Boys 
Club of Edmonton 


A social men's club 
for the enjoyment of 
naturism - being 
naked at a social, 
non-sexual monthly 
meetings. We meet 
on the second 
Saturday of each 
month and our now 
been getting together 
for 7 years. 

bnbc4 @interbaun.com 
clubweb.interbaun.co 
m/fdicker/BNBC.htm 


CAANS 
Serves the David 
Thompson Health 
Region from 
Drumheller to 


Drayton Valley, 
Nordegg to the 
Saskatchewan border. 
We are serving a 
population of over 
287,000. Our Mission: 
Fostering healthy 
responses 

to HIV and related 
issues, through 
support, education and 
research. 

Toll free: 1-877-346- 
8858 
www.mycommunity- 
information.com/ 
caans 


erba 


Edmonton 
Rainbow Business 
Association 

Gay Men and 
Lesbians and our 
non-gay friends in 


business. Network 
in a positive proud 
space where being 
yourself is the 
norm. 
Memberships 
$25.00/year 
Contact Bill 
Faulkner at 422- 
6207 


GLCCE 
Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre 
Providing 
resources, referrals 


AB. (780)488-3234 
www.edmce.net/glcce 
Open Monday- 
Friday Office 
Hours 1:30-5:30 
and Drop-In 
7-10pm 


HIV Edmonton 
New address 
105, 10550 - 102 
Street 
Edmonton, AB 
Wolsl 203} 
mail @hivedmonto 
n.com (all general 
email, specific will 
be forwarded to 
appropriate staff) 
www.hivedmonton. 
com 


ERBA 


Registered as a society 


in 1998, ERBA's 
primary mission is to 
provide networking 
opportunities for GLBT 


business owners and 
operators and GLBT-friendly businesses. Mixers happen after 
work on the second Tuesday of the month at locations 

rovided to members. Annual memberships remain only 
§25.00/year and include a discrete door-sticker bearing the 
ERBA logo to identify member-businesses to the community, 
discounts on advertising in Fresh Magazine, and the ability to 
participate in some group benefit programs offered through the 
Vancouver Gay and Lesbian Business Association (GLBA). 
ERBA is a member of the GLBA has a listing in their "pride 
pages", the 2004 version of which has just been published. 
The Co-Chair of the GLBA has recently advised that they 
wish to strengthen the network of western GLBT business 
organizations and ERBA is looking forward to participating in 
this effort. Planning will be getting under way soon for Pride 
2004 and ERBA looks forward to again sponsoring the 
Business Fair and reminds businesses that ERBA members 
will be eligible for discounts on tables at the Fair and a listing 
in the Directory to be distributed at the Fair. Watch for our 
new website sometime in the spring. Our new Board for 2004 
(David Ushko, Bill Faulkner, Jim Campbell, Michael 
Brodrick, Alex Anderson and Bill Campbell) invites you to 
join us at our next Mixer: Tuesday, January 13, 2004, starting 
around 5:30 in the lounge at the Old Strathcona Keg. Tell us 
who you are, share your knowledge, make new friends and 
contacts in the GLBT community and enjoy yourself! Contact 
Bill Faulkner at 422-6207 for more information. 


and support about 
gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and 
transgender issues. 
#45, 9912-106 
Street, Edmonton, 
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The purpose of the 
HIV Network of 
Edmonton Society's, 
serving Edmonton 
and its regions, is to 
educate, provide 


support to and 
advocate on behalf of 
those infected and 
affected by HIV and 
related conditions 
and to engage in 
health promotion and 
harm reduction with 
all populations. 


Illusions Social 
Club 

A social club for 
Crossdresser, trans- 
sexuals and their 
supporters. For 
more information, 
write to Illusions 
Social Club Box 
356 Main Post 
Office Edmonton 
AB T5J 2J6 Phone: 
424-2685 


ISCWR 
Imperial Sovereign 
Court of the Wild 
Rose 
For 27 years, the 
Court has been here 
to fundraise for 
charities and local 
organizations. 
Meetings are held 
the last Wednesday 
of the Month at the 
Garage at 8:30 PM. 
Email the court at 
wildrosecourt @ yah 
00.com and visit us 
online at 
www.geocities.com 
/wildrosecourt 


Lambda Listing: 
Lambda Christian 
Community 
Church 
Providing a safe 
and healing space 
for Edmonton's 
gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and trans- 
gendered 
Christians and their 
friends. 

Worship Service 
Sunday 7pm 
11148-84 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6G OV8 

(780) 474-0753 
lambdachurch @ 
shaw.ca 


Living Positive 
Living Positive is a 
coalition of persons 
with HIV infection 
providing tangible 
peer social support. 
Suite100 10550- 


102 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Wlsl 213} 

(780) 488-5768 
www.telusplanet.ne 
t/public/livepos 


Making Waves 
Swim Club 

(MWSC) is open to 
all who are interested 
in lane swimming in 
a Masters club, we 
provide coaching to 
all levels of 
swimmers. Drop in 
gives you flexibility 
to match your 
schedule. 
We swim at: 
Bonnie Doon Leisure 
Centre, 8648-81 
Street 
Edmonton from Sept. 
to June 
makingwaves_edm@ 
yahoo.com 
www.geocities.com/ 
makingwaves_edm 


Northern Chaps 
Northern Chaps, 
PO Box 74042, 
Peppertree RPO, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TSK 2S7 


Northern Chaps is 
Edmonton's 
Original leather, 
latex, fetish and 
uniform 

club founded in 
February 1984 and 
is based in 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


Everyone is 
welcome to join! 


Northern Chaps is 
not a sex club. Our 
mission is to provide 
our members 

with a safe 
environment to learn 
more about the 
leather, latex, fetish 
and uniform lifestyles 
and to meet others 
with similar interests. 


Visit us, in person, 
the first and third 
Saturday of every 
month 

starting at 1OPM at 
Buddy's Nite Club 
(11725B Jasper 
Avenue). 
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OUTreach 
outreach U of A 
GBLI-Q Group 
Box 75 SUB 
UofA 
Edmonton, AB 
T6J 4J7 


www.ualberta.ca/~ 
outreach 


outreach @ualberta.ca 


An academic 
atmosphere for gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals, 
transgendered and 
queer friendly youth, 
students, staff, 
faculty and 
community. We meet 
every tuesday during 
the school year @ 
Spm at Athebasca 
Hall with coffee 
every tuesday after 
(even in summer). 


Pride Squad 
Edmonton is one of 
North America's 
community-based 
cheer squads for 


queer folks and their 
supporters. It is an 
acrobatic Cheer Team 
for anyone who is bi- 
sexual, gay, or 
lesbian. Some of the 
functions are 
fund-raising and just 
simply doing some 
cheer work for in and 
around the 
community. 


Tel: (780) 708-1649 
edm_pride_squad@h 
otmail.com Web-site: 
http://www.geocities. 
com/pridesquadedm 


Police Liaison 
Committee 
Promotes understand- 

ing between the 
Edmonton City 
Police and the GLBT 
community. (780) 
488-3234, (780)421- 
2277 

fdicker4 @ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


1 Pride Video 


? Down Under 
Bath house 


3 Express Video 


Sunday Evening 
Discussion Group 
A facilitated 
discussion group for 
men of all ages. 
Enjoy the comradery 
and support of 
discussion of any 
subject that effects 
our queer community. 
Every Sunday 
evening at 7 pm at 
GLCCE #45, 9912- 
106 st, Edmonton. 
(780) 488-3234 
fdicker4 @ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


True Spirit 
North 

TS/TG Support 
Group 
Mixed gender 
group that provides 
support and 
education for trans- 
identified 
people.Meets on 
the last Tuesday of 
every month from 
7:30-9:30 PM at 


4 Woody’s Pub 


 Buddy’s Night 
Club 


6 Prism Bar & Grill 


GLCCE (Gay & 
Lesbian 
Community Centre 
of Edmonton), 
Suite 45, 9912-106 
St. NW Edmonton, 
AB 

truespiritnorth @ 
shaw.ca 


Womonspace 
womonspace is a 
publication of the 
Womonspace Social 
and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, 
a non-profit volunteer 
organization. Our 
puropose is 
to inform and 
entertain our 
members and other 
interested lesbians. 


Womonspace Social 
and Recreational 
Society 

Phone: (780) 482- 
1794 

Box 128, Main PO 
Edmonton, AB 

T5J 3J4 


] Boots Bar 


8 Garage 
Restaurant 


The Roost Private 


Members Night Club 


Visit our website at 
www.gaycanada.com 
/womonspace/ 


Youth 
Understanding 
Youth 
Come and join us 
every Saturday 


from 7:00-9:00pm 
at the Gay and 
Lesbian 
Community Center 
of Edmonton, 
#45,9912-106st 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


The mission of Youth 
understanding Youth 
is to provide a warm 
and friendly place 
where lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, 
straight, and 
questioning youth, 
who are under the 
age of 25, can gather 
together to have fun 
and learn about 


1 Steamers bath 
house 


themselves and 
others in a safe, 
supportive and caring 
environment. 


members.shaw.ca/ 
yuy 


3 Gicce 


11 B& D Emporium 14 Audreys Books 


1 2 HIV Edmonton 


1 A Front Page 


magazines 
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Missy Elliot - 
This Is Not a Test! 
(Elektra/Warner) 


Missy Elliot over the past few years 

has been telling us how to work it, and 
to flip it and reverse it. Since her debut guesting on numerous remixes and 
finally releasing her own collaborations with famed producer Timbaland, 
her rhymes have been a calling card to the dancefloor for almost all walks of 
life. This Is Not a Test is pure Missy, firing on all cylinders to talk about sex 
("Dats What I'm Talkin’ About"), cheating ("Is This Our Last Time"), loved 
ones departed ("Baby Girl Interlude" feat Mary J. Blige), and the ever 
essential party anthems ("Pump It Up" and "Let It Bump") Two of the disc's 
biggest show stealers however occur at the beginning of the disc. "Pass That 
Dutch" is definitely worth the price of the CD alone, while one of many 
social commentaries, "Wake Up" features an appearance by rapper Jay -Z. 


For those Missy Elliot fans who have been watching her career very closely 
and moving along to her music, This Is Not a Test! will not disappoint you 
and will be everything you ever asked for in a quality hip - hop CD. 


MISSY ELLIOTT 
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Suede - Singles 
(Sony Music UK) 


Suede were Britan's quintessential 
answer to the grunge sounds of the 
early 90's. Their sound was unique 
and amazing, and they were slowly 
becoming a huge underground 
sensation in North America. Their 
first two albums Suede and Dog 
Man Star became staples in 
alternative, and just as it seemed 
ready to blow up, it almost looked as 
if it was to all go horribly wrong. 
Their first guitarist Bernard Butler 
made a very public exit, and the 
rumors surfaced that it was to be the 
end of the band. Not that you overly 
care but this is something you need 
to know before delving into Singles. 
Singles spans everything from their 
indie days to last years' highly 
underrated A New Morning. Most of 
the track selection comes from their 
1996 album Coming Up, which 
itself spawned five amazing singles, 
the best ones being "Beautiful Ones" 
(a checklist of sex, drugs, rave, and 
paranoia in England) "Lazy", and 
"Saturday Night". There is also 
plenty of early stuff, which includes 
the Orwellian nightmarish track "We 
Are The Pigs" from Dog Man Star, 
"The Drowners" from their debut 
album, and non album track "Stay 
Together". There's also two brand 
new songs in the form of "Attitude", 
which continues to push the Suede 
sound a little further, and with a nod 
to their past "Love The Way You 
Love”. The only problem with this 
collection is there are some glaring 
omissions this) anthology, 

e of the numerous b- 
sides that have become as 
important as the songs which 
they've complimented. For 
anyone who is a die-hard Suede 
fan, this is a must have. For those 
of you who want to know what 
sexual ambiguity, mixed with 
ee onicals, and the general 
attitude of Britain in the 90's, give 
this a definite listen. 
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consignment fashions 
with ¢ ersonal ty 


every visit is an adventure 


V Mocdtlt 
Now loceted ot: 10351 Whyte Avenue (Upstairs) 
780.436.2778 


NEXT ISSUE 


NEW fresh boy 
NEW fresh girl 
MORE events 
MORE reviews 
MORE community listings 
MORE comics 
MORE queer 
MORE fun 


DEADLINE JANUARY 18, 2003 


LI ly loves her animals as much as she loves 
hanging around with her friends. This Aquarius, who 


turns 19 later this month, works with animals and is 
pursing a career in veterinary medicine. Lily is getting 
a bull python soon, but she is single and looking and 
love girly girl-type girls. 


HOT MALE CHAT « UNCENSORED EROTIC STORIES © TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


Always. 
Hot. 


www.cruiseline.ca 


780.413.71 22 Call now! Enter Free access code 3700 


Victoria 250.414.4424 Vancouver 604.639.0606 Calgary 403.777.9494 Sakatoon 306,667.61! Regina 306.566.8111 


members are billed only one minute for every two minutes 
you're on Cruiseline’s Live Connections! 


head Ne \ Fag Of ay Try Cruiseline's 2-4-1 Chat! Weekdays from 7 AM - 5 PM, 


Crusetine is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay-cperated not for profit company. For more information aboet Cruiseline, call oer helpful 24-hour Cestomer Service at 877-882-2005, 


